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‘Kind Ambition,’ a reflection on life, career
Posted January 5, 2024

By Roksana Amid

Renowned songwriter and producer Jon Goldstein is set to
premiere his latest musical creation, “Kind Ambition,” at
the Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street in
Port Washington on Jan. 10. Goldstein, of Glen Cove, will
take the audience on a personal journey by sharing his true
story filled with triumphs, challenges, calamities, and the
acceptance of life’s tragedies.

Goldstein loved the performing arts from a young age, leading him to become president of the North
Shore High School Masquers Club in his senior year. After graduation he attended Vassar College
with a passion for music and art but opted to study psychology due to doubts about making a living in
the arts. After his first son was born, Goldstein shifted towards graphic and web design, eventually
teaching at Farmingdale State College. 
Just as Goldstein was about to give up on the arts, he wrote music with his sister, a playwright, on a
children’s show about the Statue of Liberty, which gained unexpected success after the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks. This led to the creation of educational shows about Martin Luther King Jr. and Native
Americans. 
Balancing a full-time job, family, and creative pursuits, Goldstein later returned to music, performing
at local hot spots and produced the show “Journey from Johannesburg,” by Toby Tobias, which
addresses themes of segregation, anti-Semitism, and the pursuit of harmony across different nations,
which has played at the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County, as well as
colleges, libraries, community centers, and houses of worship across the tri-state area. The show
embarked on its first U.S. tour in September of 2018, and has since been performed in Canada,
England, and Tobias’ native homeland of South Africa.
A turning point emerged when Goldstein’s friend, Ben Diamond, initiated a bi-weekly Zoom
songwriting group called “21 in 21” in 2021 to help a community of artists come together during the
coronavirus pandemic lockdowns to overcome a creative slump. 

“I had written some really what I would call boring songs,” 
Goldstein said. “I literally had a song called ‘What is there to 
do,’ because there was nothing to do. I had gotten to a point 
where I’d made this decision that I was probably done 
writing songs.”
The challenge was to compose 21 songs during the year, each 
based on a prompt provided by Diamond. To Goldstein’s 
surprise, he ended up writing 24 songs, a feat surpassing any 
previous year.
The structured prompts and deadlines forced Goldstein to

break creative barriers. It led to what he considers his best work. The feedback from fellow 
songwriters consistently highlighted the theatrical quality of his compositions, sparking an 
unexpected realization — Goldstein had created a show.
One moment Goldstein credits to creating his one-man show is an injury that forced him to learn the 
art of asking for help. Goldstein tore his left quadricep while walking on a stone step at his home 
while reflecting on lyrics he wrote for his Zoom class about someone he was angry with. The 
moments between agony and remembering the lyrics marked a significant shift in his mindset, he 
said. He realized he avoided confrontation for most of his life by hiding behind sarcastic lyrics instead 
of openly expressing his needs, ultimately influencing the trajectory of his life and creative pursuits. 
While Goldstein acknowledges his life story might not have the globe-trotting drama of Tobias’s 
journey, he humorously quips that his show could be titled “Journey from Jericho Turnpike.” The 
musical encapsulates his personal growth, the challenges faced, and the humor found in life’s highs 
and lows. 
“Kind Ambition” promises to be a heartfelt journey, blending Goldstein’s signature humor with 
introspection, and inviting audiences to join him in celebrating the transformative power of 
storytelling and creative pursuits. The musical’s debut on Jan 10 is anticipated to be a communal 
experience, inviting the audience to connect with Jon Goldstein’s personal narrative and find 
resonance in their own journeys.

HELP SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM
The worldwide pandemic has threatened many of the businesses you rely on every day, but don’t let it take away
your source for local news. Now more than ever, we need your help to ensure nothing but the best in hyperlocal
community journalism comes straight to you. Consider supporting the Herald with a small donation. It can be a one-
time, or a monthly contribution, to help ensure we’re here through this crisis. To donate or for more information,
click here.
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songwriting group called “21 in 21” in 2021 to help a community of artists come together during the
coronavirus pandemic lockdowns to overcome a creative slump. 

“I had written some really what I would call boring songs,” 
Goldstein said. “I literally had a song called ‘What is there to 
do,’ because there was nothing to do. I had gotten to a point 
where I’d made this decision that I was probably done 
writing songs.”
The challenge was to compose 21 songs during the year, each 
based on a prompt provided by Diamond. To Goldstein’s 
surprise, he ended up writing 24 songs, a feat surpassing any 
previous year.
The structured prompts and deadlines forced Goldstein to

break creative barriers. It led to what he considers his best work. The feedback from fellow 
songwriters consistently highlighted the theatrical quality of his compositions, sparking an 
unexpected realization — Goldstein had created a show.
One moment Goldstein credits to creating his one-man show is an injury that forced him to learn the 
art of asking for help. Goldstein tore his left quadricep while walking on a stone step at his home 
while reflecting on lyrics he wrote for his Zoom class about someone he was angry with. The 
moments between agony and remembering the lyrics marked a significant shift in his mindset, he 
said. He realized he avoided confrontation for most of his life by hiding behind sarcastic lyrics instead 
of openly expressing his needs, ultimately influencing the trajectory of his life and creative pursuits. 
While Goldstein acknowledges his life story might not have the globe-trotting drama of Tobias’s 
journey, he humorously quips that his show could be titled “Journey from Jericho Turnpike.” The 
musical encapsulates his personal growth, the challenges faced, and the humor found in life’s highs 
and lows. 
“Kind Ambition” promises to be a heartfelt journey, blending Goldstein’s signature humor with 
introspection, and inviting audiences to join him in celebrating the transformative power of 
storytelling and creative pursuits. The musical’s debut on Jan 10 is anticipated to be a communal 
experience, inviting the audience to connect with Jon Goldstein’s personal narrative and find 
resonance in their own journeys.

HELP SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM
The worldwide pandemic has threatened many of the businesses you rely on every day, but don’t let it take away
your source for local news. Now more than ever, we need your help to ensure nothing but the best in hyperlocal
community journalism comes straight to you. Consider supporting the Herald with a small donation. It can be a one-
time, or a monthly contribution, to help ensure we’re here through this crisis. To donate or for more information,
click here.

SPONSORED CONTENT

OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

Comments

Jon Goldstein will premiere his latest musical creation, ‘Kind Ambition, on Jan. 10.

COURTESY JON GOLDSTEIN

AROUND THE WEB

Crazy Results: Pounds Disappear in a
Week with This Coffee Hack
Health

Unusual Salt Solution: Doctor Says
Losing Weight After 60 Comes Down
to This
MitoLean

MD: Do This Immediately If You Have
Dark Spots (It's Genius!)
GundryMD

Nerve Pain? Do This Immediately to
Relieve Neuropathy (Watch)
Healthbay | Neuro Researches

Have an Enlarged Prostate? Urologist
Reveals: Do This Immediately (Watch)
Healthy Nation

One Bite Of This Keeps Blood Sugar
Below 100 (Try Tonight)
WellnessGuide

Top Doctor: If You Eat Oatmeal Every
Day, This Is What Happens
GundryMD

High Quality T-shirts Made by Patriots
for Patriots Get Yours Now! 10% off
Patriot Labs USA

If Your Dog Has Tear Stains (Most Dog
Owners Don't Know This)
Ultimate Dog Food Guide

Meet Phil Rizzuto, the Personal Injury
Lawyer fighting nursing home and
funeral home neglect on Long Island

5 things to know when going through
the home insurance inspection
process, including avoiding hazards
and getting discounts 

What do colleges really look for in
applicants? Hofstra tells all.

Meet the motivator and
mentor in V.S. Troop 116

Cannabis shops face
zoning restrictions in
Valley Stream

A Paralympian visits Valley
Stream 24 schools

Empty building turns into a
new church

© 2024, Richner Communications · 2 Endo Blvd · Garden City, NY · (516) 569-4000 Powered by Creative Circle Media Solutions

0 comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...


ADVANCED SEARCH

Home Baldwin Bellmore East Meadow East Rockaway Elmont Five Towns Franklin Square Freeport

Glen Cove Glen Head Hempstead Island Park Long Beach Lynbrook Malverne Merrick Oceanside

Oyster Bay Rockville Centre Sea Cli! Seaford Uniondale Valley Stream Wantagh West Hempstead Digital Editions

HOME  CONTACT US  ADVERTISING  SUBSCRIBER SERVICES  CAREERS  TERMS OF SERVICE

  LOG IN

SUBSCRIBE NOW

VIEW DIGITAL EDITION

Friday, January 5, 2024

 38.0°, A Few Clouds

Complete forecast

DIGITAL EDITIONS NEWS EVENTS OPINIONS EDUCATION SPORTS REAL ESTATE LIFESTYLE LONG ISLAND CHOICE SPOTLIGHT SUBSCRIBE

‘KIND AMBITION’

Date: Jan. 10

Time: 2 p.m.

Location: 232 Main Street, Port Washington.

Tickets: Admission is free, but must be
reserved at landmarkonmainstreet.org

Report an inappropriate comment

‘Kind Ambition,’ a reflection on life, career
Posted January 5, 2024

By Roksana Amid

Renowned songwriter and producer Jon Goldstein is set to
premiere his latest musical creation, “Kind Ambition,” at
the Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street in
Port Washington on Jan. 10. Goldstein, of Glen Cove, will
take the audience on a personal journey by sharing his true
story filled with triumphs, challenges, calamities, and the
acceptance of life’s tragedies.

Goldstein loved the performing arts from a young age, leading him to become president of the North
Shore High School Masquers Club in his senior year. After graduation he attended Vassar College
with a passion for music and art but opted to study psychology due to doubts about making a living in
the arts. After his first son was born, Goldstein shifted towards graphic and web design, eventually
teaching at Farmingdale State College. 
Just as Goldstein was about to give up on the arts, he wrote music with his sister, a playwright, on a
children’s show about the Statue of Liberty, which gained unexpected success after the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks. This led to the creation of educational shows about Martin Luther King Jr. and Native
Americans. 
Balancing a full-time job, family, and creative pursuits, Goldstein later returned to music, performing
at local hot spots and produced the show “Journey from Johannesburg,” by Toby Tobias, which
addresses themes of segregation, anti-Semitism, and the pursuit of harmony across different nations,
which has played at the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County, as well as
colleges, libraries, community centers, and houses of worship across the tri-state area. The show
embarked on its first U.S. tour in September of 2018, and has since been performed in Canada,
England, and Tobias’ native homeland of South Africa.
A turning point emerged when Goldstein’s friend, Ben Diamond, initiated a bi-weekly Zoom
songwriting group called “21 in 21” in 2021 to help a community of artists come together during the
coronavirus pandemic lockdowns to overcome a creative slump. 

“I had written some really what I would call boring songs,” 
Goldstein said. “I literally had a song called ‘What is there to 
do,’ because there was nothing to do. I had gotten to a point 
where I’d made this decision that I was probably done 
writing songs.”
The challenge was to compose 21 songs during the year, each 
based on a prompt provided by Diamond. To Goldstein’s 
surprise, he ended up writing 24 songs, a feat surpassing any 
previous year.
The structured prompts and deadlines forced Goldstein to

break creative barriers. It led to what he considers his best work. The feedback from fellow 
songwriters consistently highlighted the theatrical quality of his compositions, sparking an 
unexpected realization — Goldstein had created a show.
One moment Goldstein credits to creating his one-man show is an injury that forced him to learn the 
art of asking for help. Goldstein tore his left quadricep while walking on a stone step at his home 
while reflecting on lyrics he wrote for his Zoom class about someone he was angry with. The 
moments between agony and remembering the lyrics marked a significant shift in his mindset, he 
said. He realized he avoided confrontation for most of his life by hiding behind sarcastic lyrics instead 
of openly expressing his needs, ultimately influencing the trajectory of his life and creative pursuits. 
While Goldstein acknowledges his life story might not have the globe-trotting drama of Tobias’s 
journey, he humorously quips that his show could be titled “Journey from Jericho Turnpike.” The 
musical encapsulates his personal growth, the challenges faced, and the humor found in life’s highs 
and lows. 
“Kind Ambition” promises to be a heartfelt journey, blending Goldstein’s signature humor with 
introspection, and inviting audiences to join him in celebrating the transformative power of 
storytelling and creative pursuits. The musical’s debut on Jan 10 is anticipated to be a communal 
experience, inviting the audience to connect with Jon Goldstein’s personal narrative and find 
resonance in their own journeys.

HELP SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM
The worldwide pandemic has threatened many of the businesses you rely on every day, but don’t let it take away
your source for local news. Now more than ever, we need your help to ensure nothing but the best in hyperlocal
community journalism comes straight to you. Consider supporting the Herald with a small donation. It can be a one-
time, or a monthly contribution, to help ensure we’re here through this crisis. To donate or for more information,
click here.
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‘Kind Ambition,’ a reflection on life, career
Posted January 5, 2024

By Roksana Amid

Renowned songwriter and producer Jon Goldstein is set to
premiere his latest musical creation, “Kind Ambition,” at
the Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street in
Port Washington on Jan. 10. Goldstein, of Glen Cove, will
take the audience on a personal journey by sharing his true
story filled with triumphs, challenges, calamities, and the
acceptance of life’s tragedies.

Goldstein loved the performing arts from a young age, leading him to become president of the North
Shore High School Masquers Club in his senior year. After graduation he attended Vassar College
with a passion for music and art but opted to study psychology due to doubts about making a living in
the arts. After his first son was born, Goldstein shifted towards graphic and web design, eventually
teaching at Farmingdale State College. 
Just as Goldstein was about to give up on the arts, he wrote music with his sister, a playwright, on a
children’s show about the Statue of Liberty, which gained unexpected success after the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks. This led to the creation of educational shows about Martin Luther King Jr. and Native
Americans. 
Balancing a full-time job, family, and creative pursuits, Goldstein later returned to music, performing
at local hot spots and produced the show “Journey from Johannesburg,” by Toby Tobias, which
addresses themes of segregation, anti-Semitism, and the pursuit of harmony across different nations,
which has played at the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County, as well as
colleges, libraries, community centers, and houses of worship across the tri-state area. The show
embarked on its first U.S. tour in September of 2018, and has since been performed in Canada,
England, and Tobias’ native homeland of South Africa.
A turning point emerged when Goldstein’s friend, Ben Diamond, initiated a bi-weekly Zoom
songwriting group called “21 in 21” in 2021 to help a community of artists come together during the
coronavirus pandemic lockdowns to overcome a creative slump. 

“I had written some really what I would call boring songs,” 
Goldstein said. “I literally had a song called ‘What is there to 
do,’ because there was nothing to do. I had gotten to a point 
where I’d made this decision that I was probably done 
writing songs.”
The challenge was to compose 21 songs during the year, each 
based on a prompt provided by Diamond. To Goldstein’s 
surprise, he ended up writing 24 songs, a feat surpassing any 
previous year.
The structured prompts and deadlines forced Goldstein to

break creative barriers. It led to what he considers his best work. The feedback from fellow 
songwriters consistently highlighted the theatrical quality of his compositions, sparking an 
unexpected realization — Goldstein had created a show.
One moment Goldstein credits to creating his one-man show is an injury that forced him to learn the 
art of asking for help. Goldstein tore his left quadricep while walking on a stone step at his home 
while reflecting on lyrics he wrote for his Zoom class about someone he was angry with. The 
moments between agony and remembering the lyrics marked a significant shift in his mindset, he 
said. He realized he avoided confrontation for most of his life by hiding behind sarcastic lyrics instead 
of openly expressing his needs, ultimately influencing the trajectory of his life and creative pursuits. 
While Goldstein acknowledges his life story might not have the globe-trotting drama of Tobias’s 
journey, he humorously quips that his show could be titled “Journey from Jericho Turnpike.” The 
musical encapsulates his personal growth, the challenges faced, and the humor found in life’s highs 
and lows. 
“Kind Ambition” promises to be a heartfelt journey, blending Goldstein’s signature humor with 
introspection, and inviting audiences to join him in celebrating the transformative power of 
storytelling and creative pursuits. The musical’s debut on Jan 10 is anticipated to be a communal 
experience, inviting the audience to connect with Jon Goldstein’s personal narrative and find 
resonance in their own journeys.

HELP SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM
The worldwide pandemic has threatened many of the businesses you rely on every day, but don’t let it take away
your source for local news. Now more than ever, we need your help to ensure nothing but the best in hyperlocal
community journalism comes straight to you. Consider supporting the Herald with a small donation. It can be a one-
time, or a monthly contribution, to help ensure we’re here through this crisis. To donate or for more information,
click here.
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